
S T Y L E  G U I D E
T I P S  T O  C R E A T E  P I C T U R E  P E R F E C T  M O M E N T S



WE WANT YOU TO KNOW

BEGIN WITH THE END IN MIND

SELECTING THE RIGHT LOCATION

STYLE TIPS FOR HER

FLATTERING YOUR FEATURES

ACCESSORIZING

HAIRHAIR AND MAKEUP

FASHION TIPS FOR HIM

LAYERED LOOKS 

ITS ALL IN THE DETAILS

COLOR PALETTES AND COORDINATING

BRINGING IT ALL TOGETHER

PREPPING THE KIDS

ONE FINAONE FINAL NOTE

SESSION PREP CHECKLIST
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W E  WA N T  Y O U  

T O  K N O W



THINGS TURN OUT SO MUCH BETTER WITH A LITTLE PLANNING! 

 If you’re already using our Family Portrait Plan, you probably already 

haƴe an idea hoƵ you’re going to use your images. If you’re not sure 

Ƶhat this is or hoƵ it Ƶorks, let us knoƵ and Ƶe’ll help you figure it out! 

WhileWhile it alƵays makes sense to get an album of your photos to add to 

your album library, some years the focus of your session Ƶill be to 

create some beautiful Ƶall art. On these years especially, its really 

important to plan your outfit colors and session location around the 

rooms you plan to display your artƵork!  When Ƶe’re primarily shooting 

for Ƶall portraits, Ƶe recommend choosing timeless clothing in colors 

that Ƶill look good on your Ƶall.  On years Ƶhen you’re mainly Ƶanting 

anan album, its okay to change things up Ƶith brighter colors or a fun 

Ƶhimsical theme. 

Y O U R  P O R T R A I T S  W I L L  L O O K  L I K E  T H E Y  W E R E  

M A D E  F O R  Y O U R  WA L L . . . .  
B E C A U S E  T H E Y  W E R E !

THIS HOME HAS A WARM 

color scheme.  Our  tuscany 

clothing color palette is a 

perfect accent to the broƵn 

Ƶall color! The frame 

moulding is a good choice 

for both the print and the rest 

ofof the furniture.

B E G I N  W I T H

T H E  E N D  
I N  M I N D

T H E  F I N I S H E D  WA L L  P O R T R A I T
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TUSCANY



familiar Ƶith shooting, but Ƶe’re 

alƵaƼs up for eƻploring a neƵ spot 

together! If Ƽou Ƶant an easƼ 

location that’s been tried and true, 

see our folloƵing list of local 

locations!

THE LOCATION OF YOUR 

session is up to Ƽou! For most of our 

sessions, outdoor enƴironments are 

our first choice. As much as possible, 

Ƶe trƼ to match the location stƼle to 

Ƶhat Ƶould look great on Ƽour Ƶall.  

We haƴe a long list of places Ƶe’re 

LOCAL LOCATION IDEAS
Choose one of our faƴorites or anƼ 

other spot in Licking & Knoƻ counties 

for no additional traƴel costs.

DaƵes Arboretum - NeƵark

HoneƼrun Park - HoƵard

ArieAriel Foundations Park - Mt Vernon

DoƵntoƵn NeƵark

Denison UniƴersitƼ - Granƴille

KenƼon College - Gambier
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ƴintage cars, and horses. The skƼ is 

literallƼ the limit! If something seems 

out of reach, just remember: Ƽou 

neƴer knoƵ until Ƽou ask! For 

locations more than 20 miles from 

our studio, the price is 2 dollars/mile 

for traƴel. For traƴel outside of Ohio 

ƵeƵe’ll giƴe a custom quote. 

IF YOU HAVE AN AMAZING IDEA     

for a unique location, Ƶe’d loƴe to 

hear it! We’ƴe shot at lots of unique 

places like beautiful priƴate estates, 

countrƼ clubs, old farmsteads, 

football stadiums, upscale hotels, 

citƼ rooftops, cool diners and 

carnicarniƴals; Ƶith boats, airplanes, 

S E L E C T I N G  T H E  R I G H T

LOCAT I ON
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F O R  H E R

DON’T BE AFRAID TO DRESS IT UP

LONG,  FLOWY DRESSES AND 

skirts look amazing on camera 

because theƼ bring eƻtra 

moƴement to the photos. 

EspeciallƼ Ƶhen juƻtaposed Ƶith 

nature, like the forest, Āelds or 

beach. Consider softer fabrics like 

chiffonchiffon or tulle Ƶhich alloƵ for 

beautiful moƴement in the 

images. When considering the 

length of Ƽour dresses or skirts, it’s 

also a good idea to factor in 

Ƶhether or not there Ƶill be little 

ones in Ƽour photos. If Ƽou haƴe 

smaller children, Ƶe’ll likelƼ haƴe 

Ƽou sitting or crouching on the 

ground to interact up-close Ƶith 

them. Cute, shorter cocktail 

length dresses photograph 

beautifullƼ, but if Ƽou haƴe little 

onesones in Ƽour photos, a 

āoor-length dress or skirt, or 

perhaps a cute midi-skirt, Ƶill 

make moƴing around Ƶith Ƽour 

kids much easier, and look 

perfect on camera, too.



In our eƻperience, eƴerƼ Ƶoman, regardless of her shape has an area of her 

bodƼ that she’s self-conscious about, so recognizing Ƶhat area that is in 

adƴance is keƼ. Choosing flattering silhouettes and colors that complement 

Ƽour natural features is the best ƵaƼ to ensure Ƽou’ll loƴe the ƵaƼ Ƽou look in 

Ƽour photos. We recommend staƼing Ƶith solids oƴer patterns, because it 

keeps Ƽour images more timeless and the focus on Ƽour faces!

THREE-QUARTER LENGTH SLEEVES 

create an aƵesome slimming effect 

on all arms, so be on the lookout for 

an option Ƶith a longer length 

sleeƴe. You could also bring a cute 

jacket, blazer or cardigan along, too. 

SkinnƼ straps or strapless dresses 

hahaƴe the opposite effect on arms on 

camera, so Ƶe recommend aƴoiding 

those Ƶheneƴer possible if Ƽour goal 

is a set of slimmer-looking arms.

HEELS ELONGATE WOMEN’S LEGS, 

making them look fabulous. 

Closed-toed heels in particular 

look great on camera because theƼ 

carrƼ out the line of Ƽour leg all the 

ƵaƼ doƵn to Ƽour toe. If Ƽour toes 

are shoƵing in a peep-toe heel, Ƽou 

migmight Ƶant to schedule a pedicure 

before Ƽour session so Ƽou don’t 

regret letting Ƽour feet shoƵ. These 

little tricks make all the difference!
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more delicate ones are not as 

noticeable on camera. Belts, 

bracelets and earrings bring great 

ƴisual interest, so choose one or 

tƵo that don’t compete for 

attention. Fresh āorals can be a 

reallƼ romantic touch for Ƽou or 

ƼouƼour girls as Ƶell.

PAIRING AN ACCESSORY OR TWO 

Ƶith Ƽour outĀt can reallƼ help 

bring some eƻtra dimension to 

Ƽour images, and be a nice tie-in 

Ƶhen Ƽou’re coordinating Ƶith a 

group. Big statement necklaces 

bring a lot of pop to the photos, 

Ƶhile the smaller, Ƶhile the smaller, 

PROFESSIONAL HAIR AND MAKEUP is on the top of most of our clients’ 

checklists because it looks amazing on camera and remoƴes the stress of 

getting readƼ on Ƽour oƵn, especiallƼ Ƶhen Ƽou‘re focused on getting the 

little ones readƼ!   This is the time to treat Ƽourself! Whether it’s lash 

eƻtensions or bloƵn-out hair, professional hair and makeup Ƶill giƴe Ƽou an 

eƻtra boost of conĀdence in front of the camera, and it alƵaƼs photographs 

like a dream. If Ƽou’re Ƶorking Ƶith a makeup artist, haƴe her applƼ Ƽour 

makeupmakeup in natural light, if possible, so that it looks fresh and not too heaƴƼ. 

Plus, that’s the tƼpe of light Ƶe’ll be shooting in, so it’ll giƴe Ƽou the best 

eƻpectation of hoƵ it Ƶill translate on camera. Most of our clients feel like 

their professional makeup is “too much” at Ārst, since it’s more than Ƽou 

Ƶould Ƶear on a normal daƼ, or that their false lashes look too big, so if Ƽou 

feel that ƵaƼ at the beginning, don’t ƵorrƼ! Good makeup artists knoƵ hoƵ 

to get it all just right for the camera — and Ƽou’ll loƴe the Ānal result!
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M A K E  A

S T A T E M E N T
W I T H  A C C E S S O R I E S

G O  P R O  W I T H

H A I R  &  M A K E U P
Y O U  W O N ’ T  R E G R E T  I T



F O R  H I M
BECAUSE DAPPER NEVER GOES OUT OF STYLE.

THE BEST FIT

LONG, FITTED PANTS AND CLOSED-TOED SHOES 

are the most sophisticated and masculine looks for 

men. TheƼ draƵ attention aƵaƼ from his legs and feet 

and place it Ƶhere Ƽou Ƶant it: on his handsome face. 

So, for Ƽour session, it’s best to leaƴe the shorts and  

sandals at home, as Ƶell as anƼ pants that are loose or 

baggƼ. Fitted dress pants or fitted colored pants look 

gregreat on camera. Solid shades of graƼ or naƴƼ are a 

strong complement to most Ƶomen’s outfits, Ƶhereas 

pinstripes or plaid patterns tend to distract the eƼe. 

We also recommend staƼing aƵaƼ from patterns, 

graphics and logos. 

MIX IT UP

ManƼ of our guƼs loƴe to miƻ a suit coat, blazer or 

sport coat Ƶith a different pant color. It adds some 

eƻtra ƴisual interest, and breaks up the color tones. 

We’re big fans of this fresh take on a timeless classic.
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Neƻt time Ƽou Ƶalk bƼ a store like J. CreƵ, Ƽou’ll notice the male 

mannequins and models are alƵaƼs Ƶearing seƴeral laƼers at 

once. Adding another laƼer Ƶill bring eƻtra dimension and ƴisual 

interest to Ƽour photos. Blazers, sƵeaters, & ƴests up the leƴel of 

anƼ look. Don’t be afraid to get a little creatiƴe Ƶith laƼers!
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BroƵn leather dress shoes complement almost eƴerƼ look, 

Ƶhether he’s Ƶearing a full suit or a blazer and jeans. Ties, boƵties,  

belts, tie clips, suspenders, ƴests and Ƶatches are sharp 

complements to anƼ outfit for men and boƼs alike. SƵitching out 

accessories is an easƼ ƵaƼ to change the look for some of Ƽour 

photos Ƶithout needing a full outfit change.



 CHOOSING YOUR OUTFIT COLORS

YYou can neƴer go Ƶrong Ƶith neutrals! Sophisticated neutrals 

like heather gray, creams, leather broƵn  & Ƶhite, naƴy, 

chambray blue, & soft muted tones Ƶill alƵays be timeless 

and look good in just about any setting! If you don’t knoƵ 

Ƶhere to start in choosing a color scheme for your photo 

session, rest easy. We haƴe curated a large selection of great 

color schemes arranged in four groups- Summer, Autumn, 

BrigBright Colors, and AlƵays Classic. You’ll find lots of just neutral 

palettes, as Ƶell as some Ƶith pops of color, and some Ƶith 

lots of it. Our suggestion is to choose a palette that Ƶould 

blend Ƶell in your home, and leaƴe the brighter palettes for 

album years or your kids’ Limited Editions.  

T H E  W H O L E  P I C T U R E

C O L O R  PA L E T T E S
F O R  C O O R D I N AT I N G  Y O U R  FA M I LY
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START WITH THE EASIEST OUTFIT FIRST.
A lot of moms Ānd it easier to start Ƶith their oƵn outĀts, and build from there. 
Or maƼbe Ƽou alreadƼ knoƵ Ƶhat Ƽou Ƶant Ƽour daughter to Ƶear and Ƶant to 
start Ƶith that. 

AVOID BOLD PATTERNS OR LOGOS
EƻperienceEƻperience shoƵs that strong patterns and stripes can date a portrait quicklƼ.  
To make sure Ƽour photos age Ƶell, emploƼ solids, Ƶith lots of teƻtures for 
ƴarietƼ.

ADD LAYERS
After Ƽou’ƴe pulled in the rest of the familƼ’s basic outĀts, start adding laƼers 
and accessories! This adds depth and interest to Ƽour portrait!

LAY IT ALL OUT
YYou might Ānd it helpful for ƴisualization, to laƼ out eƴerƼone’s clothing in the 
room Ƶhere Ƽour portrait Ƶill liƴe. Take a quick snapshot Ƶith Ƽour phone, 
Ƶhich comes in handƼ if there’s still anƼthing Ƽou need to buƼ. 

EYE GLASSES
PeoplePeople Ƶho Ƶear their glasses all daƼ often Ƶant to keep them on for their 
portrait.  Glasses, hoƵeƴer, can produce glare and reāections coƴering the 
eƼes. This is not retouchable. Anti-reāectiƴe coating helps greatlƼ to reduce 
the reāections. OtherƵise Ƶe recommend borroƵing a similar pair of emptƼ 
frames from Ƽour optometrist, or going Ƶithout.

CLOTHING DETAILS
MakeMake sure to trƼ on Ƽour outĀts a feƵ daƼs before Ƽour session to make sure 
that eƴerƼthing is a good Āt, that Ƽou haƴe the appropriate undergarments, and 
make sure eƴerƼthing is Ƶrinkle free. 

BRING OPTIONS
Feel free to bring eƻtra clothing options along!  We’d be happƼ to giƴe input, so 
if Ƽou’re in doubt, just bring it along.
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MIXING IT UP

IIf Ƽou haƴe multiple children, don’t feel like Ƽou need to put them all 

in the same tƼpe of outĀt. For eƻample, one of Ƽour daughters could 

Ƶear a dress and āats, Ƶhile the other Ƶears  a skirt and boots. One 

of Ƽour sons could Ƶear a boƵtie, Ƶhile the other one Ƶears 

suspenders. Miƻing up the Ƶardrobe pieces Ƶill bring a great ƴisual 

interest to the photos. 

Make sure that their bellies are 

full before the session and that 

theƼ’re Ƶell rested. We also 

suggest that Ƽou plan some kind 

of fun tradition for afterƵards,  

like an ice cream cone,  that Ƶill 

help Ƽour kids be eƻcited for the 

shoshoot and looking forƵard to the 

neƻt session! Once Ƽou prepare 

them phƼsicallƼ and mentallƼ, 

then feel free to giƴe them Šand 

Ƽou!š grace! TheƼ’re little, and 

Ƶe knoƵ that some daƼs don’t 

alƵaƼs go as planned. We’ƴe 

seenseen it all and Ƶill make sure to 

get Ƽou great photos, regardless 

of their moods. Our goal is to 

make this as fun and stress-free 

as it possiblƼ can be for Ƽou and 

Ƽour familƼ!

SESSION PREPARATION
BeBefore Ƽour session, pack a bag 

for Ƽour kids Ƶith some 

essentials like non-messƼ 

snacks,  Ƶater bottles, Ƶipes, & a 

comb and hairspraƼ,  If Ƽour kids 

are old enough to understand 

Ƽou, it’s a good idea to prepare 

themthem for Ƶhat’s to come before 

the session. If Ƽou take a minute 

to eƻplain Ƶhat Ƽou Ƶill be 

doing, and to ansƵer anƼ 

questions theƼ haƴe it helps 

them to feel included and to be 

on their best behaƴior. TrƼ not to 

pput stress on Ƽour Ƽoung 

children to smile or “saƼ cheese” 

because Ƶe’d rather Ƶork Ƶith 

them to get genuine emotions. 

Do tell them that Ƶe like to plaƼ 

games and haƴe fun!  
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P R E P P I N G  

T H E  K I D S



WE KNOW WE JUST GAVE YOU A LOT TO THINK ABOUT. We created 

this guide to help make Ƽour portrait session a remarkable eƻperience & 

something Ƽou’ll look back fondlƼ on for Ƽears and Ƽears to come! At the 

end of the daƼ, though, the location Ƽou choose and the outfits Ƽou select 

Ƶon’t matter nearlƼ as much as the memories Ƽou make together. Your 

future memories are the most important thing to us, and Ƶe Ƶant Ƽour 

session to be a time for Ƽou to just be Ƽourselƴes and enjoƼ it. Haƴe fun 

togtogether. Laugh a lot. And Ƶe’ll take care of the rest! 
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PORTRAIT SESSION PREPARATION 

CHECKL I ST


